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principles by whose influence the universe has been pro-
duced.    The following legend is related in connection
with her worship: "Priyavrata, the son of Svayambhu
Manu, who had spent many years in enthusiastic and
solitary devotion, was at last persuaded by Brahma to
contract the bonds of matrimony.    But as his wife did
not present him with offspring, he desired the divine sage
Kasyapa to celebrate the putreshti-yaga.    The sage gave
her the sacrificial charm (rice cooked in clarified butter),
and she became enceinte, and in due time brought forth
a son bright as gold, but still-born.    The king took the
body and laid it  on the  funeral pile.    On a sudden,
however, a goddess of surpassing beauty appeared over-
head, radiant in the summer sun.    The king, entranced,
asked her name.    The goddess said, * I am the wife of
Kartikheya, the chief of mothers, and as I am the sixth
part of Prakriti, men call me Sasthi.'    So saying, she
took hold of the child, gave it breath and life, and made
a gesture as if she was going to take it away to the
realms of glory.    The king, petrified with fear, besought
her to restore the infant to him.    The goddess, pleased
with the incense of praise, said,  ' O thou son of Sva-
yambhu Manu, thou art the lord of the three worlds.    If
thou promise to celebrate my praise as long as thou
livest, I   will give the   child  to thee.'    As  a grateful
return for her favour, he celebrated the worship of Sasthi
with the utmost pornp.    From that time her worship
became one of the most popular institutions in the land
of Bharat (India).    The proper image of Sasthi is  a
woman of matronly appearance, painted yellow, riding
on a   cat,   and   nursing a  child;   but usually  she  is
represented by a rude stone, not bigger than a man's
head,   painted    with   red-lead,   and   placed    under   a
vata tree in  the outskirts  of the village;   whilst not